
 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. / Warren K. Branch Park Stormwater Project 
Notes from Virtual Meeting with Gardeners 

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 25, 2022 
 
Attendees 

The 11 meeting participants included community gardeners, representatives from community 
organizations, and members of the design project team. 
 

• Nichelle Smith 
• Auriaun Thomas 
• Jacquelin Walker 
• Shelley 
• Feemor 
• Claire Matway, Grow Pittsburgh 
• Erin Tobin, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy  
• Meghan Simek, PWSA 
• Elaine Hinrichs, PWSA 
• Rachel Carroll, Michael Baker International 
• Erica DeLattre, Collective Efforts 

 
Presentation 

Elaine Hinrichs, Education and Outreach Associate at PWSA welcomed attendees and introduced the 
project team. Meghan Simek, Project Manager at PWSA, described the project background and the 
latest modifications to the design. The presentation slides and a recording of this meeting are available 
at www.pgh2o.com/mlk-field.  
 
Discussion (Blue text indicates items for the gardeners to finalize with PWSA) 

• Claire: Elaine, can you email the meeting slides, recording, and notes directly to Nichelle and 
Auriaun? You can include me too.   

o ACTION: Elaine Hinrichs will email the meeting slides, recording, and notes to Nichelle Smith 
and Auriaun Thomas and CC Claire Matway. 
 

• Nichelle: If finish on the Kirkpatrick side, where will we park at? 
o Meghan: Do most people park on the little driveway at Kirkpatrick? 

 Nichelle: Most people park on De Ruad. Kirkpatrick is the safer entrance. 
o Meghan: Does anyone park on Kirkpatrick Street? I know the road is wide but that cars 

travel at high speeds there. 
 Jacquelin: Some people park on Kirkpatrick Street. More recently, people have been 

pulling to the driveway there, because it was open, and that was welcome access. 
The people from the church park on Kirkpatrick street 

o Nichelle: Could you take the chain off so we can park there? 

http://www.pgh2o.com/mlk-field


 Meghan: That’s just what I was thinking. I know we can’t add impervious surface to 
the park site though. 

 ACTION: Meghan Simek will ask the City Department of Public Works (DPW) if they 
could leave the chain off during construction to provide access to Kirkpatrick street 
driveway.  

o Jacquelin: Is gravel an option? 
 Erica: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protect (PA DEP) and the city 

consider gravel to be an impervious surface because it compacts when driven on. So 
we would have to figure out how to capture and treat stormwater from that 
increased impervious surface in order to install it.  

o Jacquelin: Would wood chips be possible? Parking on the grass isn’t a huge deal though. As 
long as we can access it, that is what matters most. 
 Meghan: Wood chips may be an option for rainier times when the ground is softer. 
 ACTION: Meghan Simek will ask DPW about using wood chips to create a temporary 

parking area on the Kirkpatrick Street side.  
 

• Nichelle: Is the new shed location going to shade the garden plot that it is near?  
o Meghan: That is a good point. There is a fence next to the shed, around the children’s area. 

Do you want to keep the children’s area there? If so, that would mean the shed would be 
closer to the garden beds.   that is currently where we have the shed, to keep it as far away 
from the planter beds as possible.  

o Nichelle: Maybe move the children’s area to another part of the garden.  
o Meghan: Would you want the shed moved farther to the west? 
o Nichelle: Yes 
o Meghan: If the shed and the pavilion were moved closer to the fence, then put the 

children’s area further east? I’ll show the map again on the screen.   
o Nichelle: That is okay where it is then. 
o Meghan: Do you want the fence replaced for the children’s area? We could create fenced-in 

area to the east of the shed and pavilion or in another area.  
o Jacquelin: Do you mean, do we want the pavilion area fenced in?  
o Meghan: There is currently a wooden fence that surrounds the children’s area. Do you want 

a children’s area that is like that with the wooden fencing?  
o Jacquelin: Whether it is the children’s area or another area, I do like the space set aside and 

that is fenced off. That provides a clear space from a design perspective, which is helpful for 
event planning. It is up to the rest of the gardeners. 

o ACTION: The PWSA project team will look into making an area with wooden fencing within 
the garden area.  
 

• Meghan: Is the planned shed and pavilion location acceptable? I know you didn’t want to shade the 
garden beds. 

o Nichelle: I think it is acceptable, seeing the map and the distances again. 
o Meghan: That would result in us removing the existing wooden fence line and potentially 

putting it somewhere else.  
o Nichelle: That is okay.  
o Meghan: Any changes you would like to see regarding shifting the location of the shed and 

pavilion, those are things that we should be able to continue to change because they 
shouldn’t affect our permitting process.  



 
• Meghan: Up to the north, where it was previously a meadow condition, we noticed that there were 

plots with numbers and the area was getting cleared out. Would you like those new beds moved to 
a different location or what do you see as the use in that area? We could put the raised beds on top 
of the R-Tank facility, but we would like to avoid having in-ground beds on top of the R-Tank facility 
in case someone digs into the facility while gardening. 

o Nichelle: Can we talk about it and get back to you? We have a gardeners meeting next week. 
o ACTION: The gardeners will discuss how they would like to arrange the garden to 

accommodate the new larger in-ground garden beds that are currently over the planned 
underground tanks, then share that feedback with the PWSA project team. 
 

• Nichelle: What is that garden bed toward the south with the dashed lines?  
o Meghan: That is where we measured an existing garden bed. We were proposing to rotate 

that existing bed 90 degrees so that it runs north to south rather than east to west.  
 

• Nichelle: You are missing a garden bed between the proposed meadow area and the other existing 
garden beds by the fence line, that was tarped before and then planted Saturday 

o Meghan: Thank you for letting us know. We saw the tarp previously but weren’t sure. We 
will measure that bed. Depending on the location, we may be to disturb that new bed and 
replace due to construction. 

o ACTION: The PWSA project team will measure the new garden bed between the proposed 
meadow area and the other existing garden beds, then add it to the design drawing. 
 

• Nichelle: I read in the documents that you would replace the groundhog fencing for the garden beds 
that you disturb. Will it look different than our existing groundhog fencing?  

o Meghan: I noticed that the existing fencing looked new. Could we stockpile it when we 
remove and then put it back in?  

o Erica: If it is damaged upon removal, then it would be replaced in kind. The contractor would 
need to replace it with the same material and install it using the same method, so it should 
look the same.  
 

• Erin: Thank you PWSA for holding the meeting. What is the engagement going to look like before 
and during the construction? The communications avenues can be difficult for park projects. Is 
PWSA going to start an EngagePGH webpage for this project? Where can the gardeners get updates 
and ask questions during the process? I would be glad to help. 

o Elaine: I am the main contact person from PWSA for engagement and outreach for this 
stormwater project going forward. For stormwater projects, I post construction updates to 
the PWSA project webpage (in this case, www.pgh2o.com/mlk-field), typically every two 
weeks during active construction. If the project is in a park like this rather than a residential 
street, sometimes construction updates are only needed every month because the work is 
taking place in the same area over time. I can also provide those construction updates every 
two weeks or every month via email to the gardeners and other interested parties. I haven’t 
created an EngagePGH webpage for one of my projects before, but I’ve seen them used for 
other projects. My understanding is that EngagePGH can have a public forum page to ask 
questions and see answers from the project team. I also typically hold a public community 
meeting before construction starts. I’m glad to engage with and update the gardeners in the 
way that works best for you all.   

http://www.pgh2o.com/mlk-field


o Erin: I don’t want to speak for the gardeners, so I can get their input on how they want to be 
engaged about project updates and construction updates at the gardeners meeting next 
week. Maybe PWSA could provide an email update on the third week of the month, that we 
could then share at the monthly meeting on the first week of the month. It might also be 
useful for Elaine to attend some of those monthly meetings to provide construction 
updates. 

o ACTION: Erin Tobin will ask the gardeners how they want to be engaged for stormwater 
project updates at the next gardeners meeting on Wednesday, June 1, then Erin will inform 
Elaine Hinrichs directly.  

 
• Jacquelin: We had previously talked about an agreement between the gardeners and PWSA. What 

updates are there about that agreement?  
o Meghan: We talked to the City and our legal department about a potential agreement. We 

typically do not do agreements with groups that are not the owner of property. There is not 
real way to enforce that type of agreement here, because DPW is the owner of the 
property. Our agreement is that whatever we are showing on the drawings, is what the 
construction contractor will be legally obligated to build. 
 Jacquelin: So, at any time, DPW could change their mind about the garden and the 

park.  
 Meghan: That is my understanding. The City does have to have a 25-year agreement 

with the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority (ALCOSAN) that the stormwater 
facility will be there for 25 years.  

o Erin: What is the guarantee that what PWSA is putting forward will happen? And also, who 
is maintaining what you are building?  
 Meghan: The construction contractor is obligated to restore the site to the 

specifications in the drawing. That is a contract we have with them. As far as 
maintenance goes, PWSA would only maintain our facility on the site, so only the 
underground stormwater tank and the pipes. We agreed to clear the channel and 
cut back trees along the fence line during construction, but that would be a one-
time action.  

o Erin: But is there an understanding that DPW will maintain that meadow?  
 Meghan: My understanding is that anything inside the fence is the gardeners’ 

responsibility to maintain, and that anything outside the fence is DPW’s 
responsibility to maintain. The meadow was chosen because of lower 
maintenance/mowing needs for the gardeners. 

o Erin: If there is an expectation that the gardeners are going to be responsible for 
maintaining, in writing? I’m concerned that the gardeners may not know that they are 
responsible. 
 Meghan: What is the agreement between the City and the gardeners? I’ve heard 

multiple times that the gardeners are responsible for maintenance within the fence.   
 Claire: There is an agreement with the City. It was more formal previously, but it has 

become less formal. I don’t remember it outlining maintenance responsibility 
though. Will you be having a legal agreement with the City? 

 Meghan: We will have a legal agreement with the City for maintenance. Also, an 
agreement between PWSA, the City, and ALCOSAN that the project needs to be built  

o Claire: Could language be added to the agreements to describe the project commitments?  



 Erin: I agree, I feel like we need something in writing. There have been a lot of 
conversations, but they haven’t been in writing. There is a lack of understanding 
around responsibility and roles.  

o Jacquelin: Could you please send over the agreements for the 25-year facility and who is 
responsible for maintenance?  
 Meghan: Those two agreements are in the draft phase with our lawyer right now. 

Part of that maintenance agreement includes a sketch of the facilities that PWSA 
will be maintaining, which in this case is all underground. 
 

• Meghan: Also, I want to check in about the meadow appearance, because I know meadows can look 
wild or more planned. What would you like to see?  

o Claire: I would suggest an intentional design for the meadow, like a border planting of Black-
eyed Susans around a meadow mix. Ernst Conservation Seeds can do a custom seed mix. For 
example, we could do a meadow that would be lower to the ground and have different 
blooming flowers through the seasons.  

o ACTION: The PWSA project team will look into Ernst Conservation Seeds’ meadow mixes 
and a border planting around the meadow.  
 

• Nichelle: The existing fenced small beds that are 23 feet by 36 feet are shown on the map as closer 
to the fence line than the other existing beds, but they are actually all in line. 

o Erica: That is what we measured it at about a year ago, but if that is incorrect, we can fix 
that.  

o ACTION: The PWSA project team will re-measure the existing 23x26 fenced small beds.  
o Nichelle: Also, that 40 foot by 25 foot garden bed with a border fence connects with the 

original chain link fence. 
o ACTION: The PWSA project team will re-measure the existing 40x25 garden bed, which 

connects to the chain link fence, to fix the drawing.  
 

• Nichelle: What will happen to the water spigot on the shed? 
o Meghan: There is a spigot by Kirkpatrick, there is one by the southern fence, and one by De 

Ruad. You would like a fourth spigot, correct?  
 Nichelle: Yes 
 ACTION: The PWSA project team will look into replacing the water spigot by the 

shed.  
o Nichelle: I’ve also heard that there is another spigot up by the existing fruit trees, but I’ve 

never seen it. 
 ACTION: The PWSA project team will check for an additional water spigot by the 

existing fruit trees during a site visit.   
o Nichelle: The spigot by the De Ruad entrance wasn’t working over the weekend, so I am 

more concerned about losing a spigot by the shed.  
 

• Claire: What is the next step and the next point of contact? 
o Meghan: I am going to compile a list of questions and input what we need, based on this 

meeting. If you could ask the gardeners about some of those questions in your next 
meeting, we could get the answers incorporated into the design drawings. Would you like to 
meet prior to your next gardeners’ meeting in about a month? I think we need to have at 
least one more meeting before we finalize the design.  



o Claire: We can plan for another meeting specifically about the stormwater project in about a 
month. 

o Nichelle: If the gardeners talk next Wednesday, we might not need to wait a month for 
another meeting with PWSA. 

o Meghan: Yes, we could meet sooner if the gardeners would be ready earlier.  
o ACTION: The gardeners will provide the PWSA project team with a potential date (or dates) 

for next meeting about the stormwater project, to take place in approximately a couple 
weeks. 

 
• Nichelle: Who said they were going to attend the next gardeners meeting to get input about 

engagement? 
o Elaine: Erin Tobin from the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy offered to attend the next 

gardeners meeting to gather input about engagement to share back with me, but I would be 
glad to try to directly attend the next gardeners meeting if you would like me to be there.  

o Erin: The next gardeners meeting is next Wednesday, June 1 at 6 PM.  
o Nichelle: If someone from PWSA attends the next gardeners meeting, we may only end up 

talking about the PWSA project and we have other garden topics we need to talk about 
during that meeting.  

o Elaine: I will plan not to attend then, so that I won’t take up your meeting time. Erin or the 
gardeners can just let me know what you all would like from me in terms of project 
engagement.  

o Claire: Gardeners, do you have any immediate thoughts about engagement needs? 
 Nichelle: We need a specific contact person, and I think the EngagePGH website 

would be good. But I’d like to talk to the other gardeners first.  
 

• Nichelle: Could you also share a copy of the enlarged colored-in drawing of the garden restoration? 
o ACTION: Elaine Hinrichs will send the enlarged colored-in drawing to the gardeners. 

 


