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Wightman Park Stormwater Project 
Virtual Community Meeting Notes 

6:00 – 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

Attendees 

The 8 meeting participants included local residents, a representative from the Carriage House Children’s 
Center, and members of the project team.  

1. Rebecca Zito, PWSA
2. Elaine Hinrichs, PWSA
3. Ben Grunauer, PWSA
4. John Waida, PWSA
5. Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative
6. Sharon Amick, Executive Director of Carriage House Children’s Center
7. Eleanor Mayfield, Resident
8. David Guttridge, Resident

Presentation 

Rebecca Zito, Senior Manager of Public Affairs at PWSA, welcomed attendees and explained the purpose 
of the meeting. Barton Kirk, Principal at Ethos Collaborative, provided an overview of the Wightman 
Park Stormwater Project. The first phase of the project included aboveground and belowground 
stormwater infrastructure within the park itself. The second phase of the project is composed of a series 
of stormwater planters that capture and convey rainwater runoff to the park’s new storage 
infrastructure. Barton explained that although the bumpout planter designs help slow traffic at 
intersections and provide shorter crossings for pedestrians, PWSA heard from community members 
during construction about safety concerns regarding the depth of the planters and began pursuing 
permanent fencing.  

Ben Grunauer, Engineer III at PWSA, explained how PWSA evaluated permanent fencing options. The 
recommended option of a black picket rail fence with ball-topped finials was selected based on safety, 
price, ease of manufacturing, and accessibility for maintenance. For the bumpout planters at street 
intersections, the fence would be installed only on the sidewalk side of the planter where pedestrians 
would be, and not on the street side. For planter boxes on Solway where there is a step-out zone for 
parked vehicles (such as in front of the Carriage House), the fence would be installed on both the 
sidewalk side and the street side of the planter length.   

Rebecca shared PWSA’s next steps to apply for and receive Art Commission approval before installing 
the permanent fence. The temporary fence in front of the Carriage House will remain until the 
permanent fence is installed. The presentation slides and a recording of this meeting are available at 
www.pgh2o.com/wightman-park-2. 

https://www.pgh2o.com/wightman-park-2
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Discussion (Organized by Topic) 

• David Guttridge: When there are two fences, will they be joined or have a chain between them? 
o Ben Grunauer, PWSA: A chain. 
o David Guttridge: Wouldn’t it be better to have a gate? 

 Ben Grunauer, PWSA: I don’t think the manufacturer gave us a gate option here.  
 Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: Gates would be substantially more expensive. 

o David Guttridge: If the chain is adequate, maybe we could just have the posts and 
chains? I think kids could still fall through though. 
 Ben Grunauer, PWSA: It may be possible to add a removable bar to help block 

the space between the two sides of the fence until our contractor needs to 
enter the planters. 

 Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: In this rendering, the chains are loose, but they 
could be installed in a taut fashion, and there could be more than one chain 
installed to help with providing a deterrent. 

• David Guttridge: If you have three rows of chain, that would be 
tempting to climb on. Basically, I don’t think a chain would prevent a 
child from falling in.  

• Eleanor Mayfield: Children and dogs could still fall in there too.   
o Ben Grunauer, PWSA: We can look into this further for a 

compromise between a whole gate and a chain that could deter 
any falling in or climbing.  

o ACTION: PWSA will look into alternative options instead of a 
chain between the sidewalk side fence and the street side 
fence along step-out zones next to the linear stormwater 
planters on Solway Street. 
 

• Eleanor Mayfield: Is 2 feet high enough for the fence? 
o Ben Grunauer, PWSA: It should be, since the fence would come up to the lower thigh or 

knee of an adult.  
o John Waida, PWSA: Since the fence will be mounted on top of the curb, the top height 

would be more like 30 inches. 
o Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: The temporary fence that is currently out in front of 

the Carriage House is 24 inches high, as a reference. For planter fencing, anywhere from 
12 to 24 inches in height is typical. 
 Eleanor Mayfield: Is that typical for this type of location? 

• Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: Yes, it is typical for this type of 
location. 

o David Guttridge: When you say 12 to 24 inches height is standard for a planter fence, is 
that for a planter full of soil or a planter with a drop?  
 Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: That is standard for a stormwater planter with 

a drop. Not all stormwater planters have fencing though - fencing is actually a-
typical for stormwater planters unless the drop is more than 30 inches. 
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• Eleanor Mayfield: Do you have a rendering of what the fencing would look like when it is just on 

one side of the planter? 
o Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: The only rendering we have currently is for the fence 

on both sides of the planters in front of the Carriage House.  
 

• David Guttridge: The stormwater planters currently have the white posts, which come from the 
curb as well. Do you have a rendering of the fence with the bollards? 

o Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: I believe that the white reflective bollards would 
remain because they would not interfere with the fence. The reflective bollards are on 
the street-side of the planters where parking is not permitted.  

o John Waida, PWSA: The fencing would be on the opposite side of the planters from the 
bollards, on the sidewalk side.  
 

• Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: I just learned today that there may be some significant changes 
to the Art Commission process.  

o Rebecca Zito, PWSA: We will keep an eye on changes to the Art Commission process.  
 

• Sharon Amick, Carriage House Children’s Center: What is the regular schedule of maintenance 
for the planters? 

o Rebecca Zito, PWSA: For the first year, our construction contractor is doing the 
maintenance. Once that one-year window closes, the maintenance will be transferred to 
PWSA’s maintenance contractor. Our maintenance contractor is currently Landforce. 
Their regular maintenance visits are once a month.   

o Ben Grunauer, PWSA: You may have seen leaves in the planters recently. Our 
construction contractor was waiting to clean out the leaves until they all fell.  

o Sharon Amick, Carriage House Children’s Center: I understand waiting for the leaf fall, 
but the leaves were clogging up the planters and the stormwater was draining very 
slowly.  

o Rebecca Zito, PWSA: If you see something that you think needs tending to, you can call 
PWSA’s 24/7 Emergency Dispatch (412-255-2423) to report maintenance or repair 
issues for this stormwater infrastructure or even for storm drain clogs or water main 
breaks.   

o Sharon Amick, Carriage House Children’s Center: We purchased trash-picker-uppers to 
help clean up litter, but its good to know we can call for maintenance. 
 

• Eleanor Mayfield: Is the idea that the plants will grow in to fill up the planter boxes? 
o Ben Grunauer, PWSA: Yes, the plants are supposed to grow into and fill up the planter 

boxes over the years.  
o Eleanor Mayfield: They must be hardy plants. 
o Ben Grunauer, PWSA: Yes, the plants are specifically selected to thrive in soil inundated 

by stormwater. 
o Barton Kirk, Ethos Collaborative: The plants are selected to be salt tolerant, drought 

tolerant, and water tolerant.  
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• Eleanor Mayfield: Will you be sending out updates as PWSA meets with the Department of 

Mobility and Infrastructure (DOMI) and the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition (SHUC) about this 
fencing? 

o Rebecca Zito, PWSA: Yes, we will send a summary of tonight’s meeting and provide 
updates via our existing Constant Contact email list. We need to revisit the Art 
Commission process and schedule based on their recent changes. 

o Eleanor Mayfield: Would there be an opportunity to attend those meetings? 
 Rebecca Zito, PWSA: The SHUC meetings are open to the public – we will let the 

project email list know when we are scheduled to present to the SHUC. The 
PWSA and DOMI/City meetings are usually more internally focused, but we 
could provide an opportunity to be involved.  

o Eleanor Mayfield: It is disappointing that more community members did not attend 
tonight, though I understand that people may be busy. How will you involve them?  
 Rebecca Zito, PWSA: We will send out the meeting recording and summary to 

the entire email list. We have seen previously that community residents do 
watch our meeting recordings when they can’t attend. 
 

• David Guttridge: When you send the email follow up from this meeting, could you send the 
detailed fencing map and the rendering of the proposed fence? 

o Rebecca Zito, PWSA: Yes, we can send the presentation slides with those images.   
o David Guttridge: Can we share that rendering with others who are interested? 

 Rebecca Zito, PWSA: Yes, and we will post that rendering in the slides to the 
project webpage with the meeting recording and notes summary. 
 

• Rebecca Zito, PWSA: How does everyone here feel about the fencing?  
o David Guttridge: I’m happy, except for the chain thing.  

 Rebecca Zito, PWSA: We will look into alternatives for the chain connections 
between fences.  

o Sharon Amick, Carriage House Children’s Center: I’m still a little concerned regarding 
sharp edges on the fence. I understand the decision, but I think the rounded top would 
be safer.  
 Ben Grunauer, PWSA: We understand where you are coming from. It came 

down to a budget decision, since the rounded top option was about $30,000 to 
$50,000 more than the selected option of the ball top, which PWSA determined 
was not a good use of public ratepayer dollars.  

• Sharon Amick, Carriage House Children’s Center: I wasn’t saying that 
because I think it should match the existing Carriage House fence – just 
a concern about if someone fell over the fence that there would be a 
projection coming out. 

o Eleanor Mayfield: No last comments from me. I’m okay for now.  
 

 


